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settle an analogous case arising between other States. Pre-
cedents which normally play so weighty a part in the findings
of justice are thus of little import in this Court, and it would
be impossible to discover, in the compendium of its decisions,
the rudiments of an international jurisprudence. The choice
of arbitrators is not always the outcome of a desire to see
justice done, nor do Governments always look to the scrupu-
lous impartiality of the judges of their choice. The verdicts
betray only too often the desire to keep the balance as far
as possible between powerful litigants, and show traces of
bargaining and compromise which are in a greater measure
the work of diplomacy and political considerations than the
result of solicitude for the undying cause of Eight.

These disadvantages had not escaped the Conference of
1907. Experience in the arbitrations pronounced under the
terms of the Convention of 1899 opened the eyes of all.
Hence the idea put forward to create, either within the pale
of the Court established by this Convention or independently
of it, but working side by side with it, an International Court
of Justice, permanent in the true meaning of the word, and
capable of giving to the verdicts rendered in disputes between
Governments that unity, stability, and judicial weight which
until then was wanting.

The proposal of the United States, which aimed at the
establishment of a Court of Justice, distinct from the Per-
manent Court of Arbitration, was considered at first by a
Committee of the Conference. This proposal served as basis
for the text submitted by the German, American, and English
delegations, for examination by the Plenary Assembly, which
adopted a resolution in its favour. By thisiproject the Court
of Justice was to comprise a small number of magistrates,
nominated for twelve years and bound by oath or by a solemn
declaration. They were to be lawyers of the highest stand-
ing and recognised authorities on International Law, and to
be paid an adequate remuneration. The Court would sit
at The Hague, where it was to be in session every year;